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BOROUGH  OF  TAMWORTH 


A  Borough  by  Prescription. 
Incorporated  by  Royal  Charter,  3  Elizabeth,  1560. 


1881  1891 

1901 

1911  1921 

Population  .  4,888  6-614 

7,271 

7,738  8,032 

Inhabited  Houses  1,189  i,344 

1,526 

1,694  1,694 

1.  General  Statistics. 

Area  in  Acres 

285 

Population  (1921) 

.  . 

8,032 

Estimated  Population  (1925) 

.  . 

8,227 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921) 

1,694 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921)  1,790 

Rateable  Value — For  Poor  Rate 

. 

£31,438/2/6 

For  General  Rate 

.  .  . 

£27,879/0/0 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate — 

For  Poor  Rate 

,  .  ... 

£119/0/0 

For  General  Rate 

£114/0/0 

Average  number  of  Houses  per  acre 

(1921)  ... 

5.9 

Average  number  of  Persons  per  acre 

(1921)  ... 

28.1 

Average  number  of  Persons  per  house  (1921) 

4.7 

Poor  Law  Relief  during  1925 

£829/15/10 

Number  of  Burgesses  enrolled 

. 

3,032 

Liabilities  on  Loans  :  — 

Borough  Fund:  Tamworth  Castle,  £ 220/0/0 .  Borough 
Extension,  £3,039/5/6. 

District  Fund  : 

Waterworks,  £458/11/5.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal, 
£10,254/9/8.  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes,  £2,800/19/5. 
Pleasure  Grounds,  £874/18/8.  Street  Improvements, 

£901/7/7.  Public  Conveniences,  £100/0/0.  Privy  Conver¬ 
sions,  £2,910/0/0.  Total,  £18,300/3/9. 

Burial  Acts:  Extension  of  Cemetery,  £1,413/18/2. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  and  COUNCILLORS. 


Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  for  your  consideration  my  forty- 
ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  vital  statistics  and  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  of  your  Borough,  and  on  various  matters  connected  there¬ 
with  that  have  taken  place  during  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1925- 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  the  Minis¬ 
try  of  Health,  the  present  report  is  a  Survey  Report,  and  is  of  a 
more  comprehensive  nature  than  the  usual  reports.  The  Ministry 
have  specially  requested  that  information  shall  be  given  as 
regards  the  following  main  heads  :  — 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area; 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area; 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area; 

Housing; 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food; 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases; 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  Borough  of  Tamworth  covers  285  acres.  It  is  situated 
at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Tame  and  Anker,  and  varies  in 
altitude  from  192ft.  to  273ft.  above  sea-level.  It  has  an  important 
position  on  the  railway  map,  being  on  the  main  line  of  the 
L-M.S.  Railway. 

A  considerable  number  of  miners,  with  their  families’ 
reside  in  the  Borough,  their  work  lying  outside  the  district  at 
the  various  collieries.  Other  occupational  sources  also  outside 
the  Borough  employ  numbers  of  men  in  the  two  paper  mills, 
stone-quarrying,  and  brick-making  works. 
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In  the  Borough  are  two  tape  factories  and  two  clothing 
factories,  for  the  most  part  employing  female  labour,  a  brewery, 
gas-works,  motor  garages  and  repair  shops,  builders’  yards,  and 
other  works,  including  a  steam  laundry.  Under  the  Council’s 
control  are  156  garden  allotments,  affording  congenial  employ¬ 
ment  to  many  whose  daily  occupation  keeps  them  below  the 
surface  of  the  ground.  There  is  a  cattle  market,  where  fort¬ 
nightly  sales  are  held,  and  an  outdoor  general  market  held 
weekly. 

Recreations.  The  Tam  worth  Castle  Grounds  continue 
to  be  enjoyed  by  the  townspeople  and  visitors,  occasional  bands 
attracting  large  crowds.  The  increased  facilities  for  playing 
games  enable  the  inhabitants  to  have  plenty  of  choice  in  their 
recreations.  Lawn  tennis  can  be  played  in  the  Castle  Grounds, 
where  hard  as  well  as  grass  courts  are  provided  by  the  Cor¬ 
poration.  The  Tamworth  Cricket  and  Football  Clubs  have  their 
grounds  adjoining  the  Castle.  Golf  links  are  situated  at  Bone- 
hill,  just  outside  the  Borough.  There  are  several  tennis  and 
bowling  clubs  also  in  the  town  and  vicinity.  One  of  the  two 
rivers  is  popular  for  boating  and  fishing.  There  is  a  good 
public  Swimming  Bath  in  Church  Street.  Two  cinemas  add 
to  the  pleasures  of  the  people.  Chars-a-banc  convey  numerous 
parties  to  the  various  places  of  interest  in  the  Midlands  during 
the  summer  months.  One  of  the  most  striking  changes  that 
have  taken  place  during  recent  years  is  the  great  increase  of 
opportunities  for  enjoyment  and  recreation  among  all  sections  of 
the  community  after  working  hours,  not  omitting  the  daily 
wireless  broadcasting  in  a  large  number  of  the  homes.  There  is 
still  a  real  need,  however,  for  suitable  play-grounds  for  the 
children  of  the  town. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

Births  | 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

163 

7 

81 

2 

82 

5 

■  Birth  Rate  (R.G.)  20.7 

Deaths 

107 

59 

48 

Death  Rate  (R.G.)  13.0 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  : 

From  Sepsis  .  Nil. 

From  other  causes  ...  Nil. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  thousand  births  : 


Legitimate’  52.2.  Illegitimate,  142.9.  Total,  58.8. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . . .  3 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  o 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  1 


Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1925. 

(Provisional  figures.  The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  have  been  calculated  on  a  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1925, 
while  those  for  the  towns  have  been  calculated  on  populations  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1924.  The  mortality  rates 
refer  to  the  whole  population  as  regards  England  and  Wales,  but  only  to  civilians  as  regards  London  and  the  groups 
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Poor  Law  Reuef  during  1925  was  ^829/15/10. 

Gratuitous  Medical  Relief. 

The  Tamworth  Hospital,  situated  in  the  Borough,  is 
supported  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  contributions,  and  by  the 
weekly  payment  scheme.  The  year’s  work  has  been  one  of 
steady  progress,  and  the  way  in  which  the  improved  service  of 
the  Hospital  is  appreciated  is  reflected  in  the  large  number  of 
cases  treated. 

During  the  period  under  review,  1921 — 1925,  the  Hospital 
has  been  much  improved  and  enlarged;  and  in  1924  H.R.H.  the 
Duke  of  York  opened  a  new  wing  consisting  of  two  large  wards, 
which,  with  the  entrance  Memorial  Hall,  was  presented  by  the 
public  in  memory  of  the  local  men  who  were  killed  in  the  Great 
War. 


The  Hospital,  which  is  thoroughly  up-to-date  and  well- 
equipped,  has  now  an  X-Ray  apparatus, — a  great  assistance  to 
the  Medical  Staff;  and  in  addition,  on  Christmas  Day,  the 
patients  were  enabled  to  “listen-in”  to  the  newly-installed  Wire¬ 
less  Receiver,  which  with  50  pairs  of  Headphones  and  3  Loud 
Speakers,  was  given  to  the  Hospital  as  a  result  of  the  public 
appeal  made  during  the  autumn.  The  Tamworth  Radio  Society 
undertook  the  whole  work  of  installing  the  apparatus  and  the 
making  of  the  Receiving  Set. 

In  addition  to  donations;  subscriptions,  and  contributions, 
further  assistance  has  been  obtained  from  the  annual  Pound  Day, 
Hospital  Saturday  Street  Collection,  Church  Flower  Services, 
Kingsbury  Colliery  Sports  Committee  (who  provided  bountiful 
Christmas  fare),  Colliery  Proprietors  who  supplied  the  Hospital 
with  coal,  those  who  carted  it  to  the  Hospital  from  the  station, 
free  of  charge,  and  the  Co-operative  Industrial  Society,  Ltd., 
for  4  months’  supply  of  bread. 

340  cases  were  admitted  during  the  3rear,  as  compared 
with  273  in  1924,  an  increase  of  67.  The  number  of  deaths 
was  23. 

Guy’s  Almshouses.  There  are  in  the  Borough,  Alms¬ 
houses  established  b}r  Thomas  Guy,  the  founder  of  Guy’s  Hos¬ 
pital,  London,  with  accommodation  for  14  women,  who  must  be 
descendants  of  Guy,  or  have  lived  in  one  or  other  of  the  hamlets 
for  3  years.  They  live  comfortably  in  the  recently  re-built 
houses,  and  get  their  medical  relief  gratuitously. 
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Tamworth  Nursing  Association.  The  work  has  gone 
on  steadily  during  the  past  year.  The  number  of  visits  were 
1931;  but  there  have  been  many  changes.  Nurse  McArdle,  who 
had  been  general  nurse  for  7  years,  had  to  resign  her  post  in 
September’  and  Miss  Thomas,  Queen’s  Nurse,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  succeed  her.  Owing  to  insufficient  money  for  the 
salary  and  working  expenses  of  a  second  nurse,  the  Maternity 
nursing  was  discontinued.  The  general  work  is  increasing  and 
being  more  appreciated,  so  that  it  is  hoped  that  the  Association 
working  under  more  settled  and  prosperous  conditions  will 
become  more  flourishing  in  the  future. 

Causes  of  Sickness  or  Invalidity. 

No  special  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  have  been 
noticed  during  the  period  under  review.  Doubtless,  in  common 
with  the  rest  of  the  country,  prolonged  winters,  gloomy 
springs  and  searching  winds,  short  summers  and  lack  of 
sunshine,  have  reduced  the  vitality  of  the  people  and  made 
them  more  subject  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs. 
Influenza  has  been  generally  present  during  the  early  springs, 
and  during  the  one  hot  summer,  viz.,  1921,  epidemic  infantile 
diarrhoea  was  somewhat  prevalent.  None  of  the  occupations, 
though  dangerous,  in  the  mines,  can  be  described  as  specially 
injurious,  and,  though  factor}?  work  is  not  so  healthy  as  outdoor 
work,  generally  speaking  it  has  not  appeared  to  lead  to  a  deteri¬ 
oration  of  health. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council  :  — 

(1)  Tuberculosis.  During  the  year  patients  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  have  received  treatment  at  one  or 
other  of  the  Sanatoria  provided  by  the  County  Council,  including 
those  at  Groundslow,  Prestwood  House,  and  Kinver. 

(2)  Maternity.  No  public  maternity  home  is  provided 
by  the  authorities’  but  there  is,  however,  a  private  Maternity 
and  Nursing  Home  in  the  Albert  Road. 

(3)  Children.  There  are  cots  at  the  Tamworth  Hospital 
for  the  use  of  children,  admitted  on  the  payment  weekly  of  a 
small  sum. 
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(4)  Fever.  The  Tamworth  Isolation  Hospital  is  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  Tamworth  Joint  Hospital  Board,  consisting  of 
representatives  of  the  Rural  and  Urban  District  Councils. 

There  were  admitted  during  the  year  43  cases  of  diphtheria 
from  the  Borough,  but  no  scarlet-fever  cases. 

(5)  Smallpox.  The  Tamworth  Joint  Hospital  Board  has 
become  a  constituent  authority  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Joint 
Smallpox  Hospital  Board,  and  any  case  arising  in  the  district, 
consequently,  can  now  be  admitted  to  the  Smallpox  Hospital  at 
Moxley,  near  Bilston. 

(6)  Other.  Patients  can  be  admitted  to  the  Infirmary  at 
31,  Wigginton  Road,  outside  the  Borough,  which  contains  from 
65  to  70  beds. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate 
Infants,  and  Homeless  Children  in  the  District. 

There  is  a  Children’s  Home  at  Glascote,  provided  by  the 
Tamworth  Board  of  Guardians,  where  children  are  boarded-out 
under  the  care  of  a  Foster-Mother,  and  receive  the  necessary 
attention  for  their  physical  welfare,  together  with  home  comforts. 

The  Infirmary  of  the  Tamworth  Poor-Law  Institution 
affords  accommodation  for  the  maternity  cases,  including  un¬ 
married  mothers. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  whereby  infectious  cases  (diphtheria  and  scarlet-feverl  are 
conveyed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  by  motor-ambulance  kept 
specially  for  this  purpose. 

(b)  For  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases.  Ambu¬ 
lances  are  kept  at  the  various  collieries  outside  the  district,  by 
means  of  which  cases  of  accident  or  illness  can  be  readily 
removed  to  the  Hospital  or  to  their  respective  homes.  A  wheeled 
ambulance  is  kept  at  the  Hospital  for  use  in  case  of  any 
emergency.  An  ambulance  can  also  be  obtained  at  a  local 
garage. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres.  The  Welfare 
Centre  under  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  is  held  at  the 
Wesleyan  Schoolrooms  every  Thursda}’"  afternoon. 

Day  Nurseries.  There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  in  the 
district. 
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School  Clinics.  A  School  Clinic  is  held  every  Thursday 
morning  by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  assisted  by  the  Health 
Visitor,  at  the  Wesleyan  Schoolrooms. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries.  Patients  attend  for  con¬ 
sultation  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Lichfield  ;  and  the 
County  Tuberculosis  Officer  visits  cases  which  require  to  be  seen 
at  their  own  homes. 

Treatment  Centres  for  Venereal  Diseases.  Provision 
is  made  by  the  County  Council  for  the  early  treatment  of  persons 
of  both  sexes  suffering  from  venereal  disease.  There  is  a 
residential  Hostel  at  Cleveland  House,  where  expectant  mothers 
and  others  have  derived  the  greatest  benefit.  Free  treatment 
can  be  obtained  at  Lichfield,  and  at  the  North  Stafford  Infirmary, 
Stoke-on-Trent. 


Public  Health  Staff. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a  part-time  Officer,  half 
of  whose  salary  is  a  contribution  made  by  Exchequer  grant. 
The  medical  inspection  of  school  children,  the  work  of  the 
Health  Visitor,  and  special  Nurse  are  all  undertaken  by  the 
County  Council. 

The  Sanitary  Officer  is  a  whole-time  Officer,  and  half 
his  salary  is  a  contribution  made  by  Exchequer  grant. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General.  Under  the  supervision  of  the  Tamworth 
District  Nursing  Association  the  duties  of  visiting  and  nursing 
the  sick  and  infirm  who  are  suffering  from  various  chronic 
diseases  are  carried  out  by  the  nurse  provided  by  the  Tamworth 
Nursing  Association. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases.  The  arrangements  made 
by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  in  connection  with  the 
County  Nursing  Association  to  provide  “Emergency  Nurses”  for 
the  home  nursing  of  measles  and  epidemic  diarrhoea  are  still  in 
force  for  the  benefit  of  those  families  where  adequate  nursing 
cannot  be  obtained  during  any  prevalence  of  these  diseases. 

Midwives .  The  Staffordshire  County  Nursing  Associ¬ 
ation  is  the  Authority  responsible  for  the  employment  and  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  six  Midwives  practising,  though  not  all  residing,  in 
the  district. 
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Legislation  in  Force.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
Adoptive  Acts,  Byelaw's,  and  Local  Regulations  relating  to  the 
public  health,  in  force  in  the  Borough,  with  date  of  adoption. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

The  Public  Libraries  Act. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention*  Act,  1S90. 

The  Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts. 

The  Burial  Acts,  1852 — 18S5. 

The  Lighting  and  Watching  Act,  1S33. 

The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1S92. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Parts  II., 
III.,  IV.,  V.,  VI.,  and  X. 


Byelaws. 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  1S86. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings,  1886. 

Recreation  Grounds,  1899. 

Public  Conveniences,  1910. 

Offensive  Trades,  1912. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  1921. 

Slaughterhouses,  1921. 

Regulations. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  1S99. 

Communications  with  Sewers,  1902. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

Owing  to  the  diminution  of  the  supply  in  the  Well  at 
Hopwas,  and  in  order  that  a  standby  plant  may  be  provided, 
should  a  serious  breakdown  occur,  the  advice  of  the  late 
Professor  Lapworth  and  Dr.  H.  Lapworth  was  sought,  who  re¬ 
commended  that  a  Borehole  be  put  down  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Pumping  Station.  The  site  selected  for  the  borehole  was 
41ft.  7in.  from  the  centre  of  the  well,  and  boring  commenced  by 
the  British  Wellboring  Company  in  August,  1920.  The  depth 
of  the  borehole  was  220  feet. 
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The  first  172  feet  was  sunk  in  watertight  marl  (similar  to 
the  strata  passed  through  in  the  well).  From  172  feet  to  192 
feet  a  thickness  of  20  feet  of  conglomerates  and  sandstone  was 
penetrated,  and  for  the  remaining  28  feet  the  underlying  Permian 
marls  were  encountered,  and  the  latter  28  feet  was  afterwards 
filled  up  with  concrete,  as  the  Marl  beds  of  the  so-called  Permian 
foundation  are  unsuitable  for  extracting  water  for  supply  pur¬ 
poses. 

In  1922  a  72-hours’  continuous  Pumping  test  was  carried 
out  to  ascertain  the  yield  of  the  borehole,  and  during  the  test  it 
was  observed  that  the  discharge  water  was  somewhat  discoloured. 
The  average  hourly  yield  of  the  borehole  was  21,266  gallons, 
whilst  the  average  hourly  yield  of  the  well  was  41,270  gallons. 

A  new  Engine  has  been  erected  over  the  borehole,  and  a 
Tangye  horizontal  coupled  compound  condensing  steam  engine 
with  high  and  low  pressure  cylinders,  speeded  at  24  revolutions 
per  minute,  and  capable  of  raising  30,000  gallons  per  hour. 

The  quality  of  the  water  is  very  similar  to  that  of  the  well, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  Analyses  :  — 


Borehole. 

Well. 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

...  0.001 

0.001 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

...  0.006 

0.002 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

...  3.200 

3.000 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  and  Nitrites 
Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 

...  0.550 

0.550 

at  8o°  F.  in  4  hours 

...  0.003 

0 

Total  solids  dried  at  ioo°  C. 

...  36 

36 

(  Temporary 

...  10. 01 

12.03 

Hardness  \  Permanent 

...  11.07 

9-75 

1  Total 

...  21.08 

21.78 

It  may  be  assumed  that  with  the 

growing  needs  of  the 

district  the  Waterworks  Committee  have  provided  for  an  efficient 
supply  for  some  years. 

The  following  are  the  Pumping  Records  for  the  past 
6  years : — 


1920 

...  255,710,000 

gallons. 

1921 

...  224,930,000 

>  » 

1922 

...  205,792,000 

»  » 

1923 

210,762,000 

>  > 

1924 

211,844,000 

y  > 

1925 

...  219,874,000 

y  y 
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The  Committee  have  agreed  to  take  into  the  Water  area 
the  Parishes  of  Shuttington  and  Dosthill,  who  have  been  supplied 
for  some  jrears  under  an  Agreement. 

Considerable  Mains  extensions  have  been  carried  out  in 
the  Rural  District,  namely,  a  4m.  Main  through  School  Lane, 
Amington;  3m.  Mains  at  Clifford  Street  and  Summerfield  Road, 
Glascote;  an  extension  along  Fazeley  Road  and  Gillway,  Wig- 
ginton,  and  a  circuit  from  Wigginton  Road  to  Ashby  Road 
supplying  the  new  Housing  Scheme. 

The  average  consumption  per  head  throughout  the  area 
is  19.3  gallons. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Radford,  Waterworks  Manager, 
for  supplying  me  with  the  above  summary. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  Borough  is  situated  at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers 
Anker  and  Tame,  the  lowest  part,  i.e.,  Lichfield  Road,  being 
192  feet  above  sea-level,  and  the  highest  point,  Upper  Gungate, 
273  feet  above  sea-level.  The  Anker  is  a  comparatively  clean 
stream,  but  both  rivers  in  their  course  are  subjected  to  pollution 
before  reaching  the  Borough.  In  wet  seasons,  or  during  heavy 
rainfall,  thej?  give  rise  to  very  extensive  floodings,  submerging 
adjoining  meadows  and  lands,  interfering  with  the  street  traffic 
and  causing  serious  flooding  of  houses  in  the  lower  parts  of  the 
town.  The  County  Councils  have  special  officers,  whose  duty  it 
is  to  take  samples  of  river  water  with  a  view  to  dealing  with 
pollution. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Borough  has  a  dual  sj’stem  of  sewers,  the  foul  water 
sewer  discharging  at  the  Sewage  Works  at  Coton,  where  it  is 
treated  by  tanks  and  bacteria  filter  beds.  The  storm-water 
sewers  discharge  at  various  points  into  the  rivers. 

The  public  buildings  have  dual  systems  of  drainage. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

With  three  exceptions  this  is  a  wholly  water-closet  town, 
the  considerable  distance  from  the  public  sewers  being  the  cause 
of  the  exceptions. 

Scavenging. 

With  regard  to  street  scavenging  the  main  streets  are 
scavenged  daily;  the  other  streets  weekly  or  bi-weekly.  House 
refuse  is  removed  from  the  dustbins  weekly,  and  from  the  ashpits 
monthly.  These  deposits  help  to  raise  the  low-lving  ground 
above  flood  level. 
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HOUSING. 


(i)  General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Area. 

The  following  list  shows  what  has  been  done  during  the 
past  five  years  to  relieve  the  shortage  of  houses,  and  also  the 
number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  the  same 
time. 

Houses  erected  by  By  private 


the  Council. 

enterprise. 

Total. 

1921. 

At  the  Bradfords 

.  22 

0 

1922. 

At  the  Bradfords 

.  8 

y ) 

At  the  Wigginton  Housing 

50 

Site,  Wigginton  &  Ashby 

Roads 

.  40 

2 

1923. 

In  Borough  Road 

.  10 

2 

12 

1924. 

.  0 

8 

s 

1925- 

.  0 

7 

7 

Total 

80 

19 

99 

Some  considerable  delay  as  regards  a  scheme  for  the 
erection  of  more  buildings  has  been  caused  by  the  high  price  of 
tenders.  Your  Council  are  now,  however,  taking  steps  for  the 
building  of  a  further  40  houses  on  the  Wigginton  Road  Housing 
Site.  These  are  of  the  non-parlour  type  with  three  bedrooms. 

(2}  Overcrowding.  There  is  considerable  overcrowding 
in  various  parts  of  the  Borough,  and,  for  years  past,  this  has 
meant  that  the  surplus  population  has,  in  many  instances,  gone 
to  swell  the  population  of  neighbouring  parishes  outside  the 
Borough  boundary.  Therefore  there  has  not  been  that  growth  of 
the  Borough  which  would  have  taken  place  had  there  been  more 
suitable  sites  for  the  erection  of  houses  to  meet  the  increasing 
population.  This  shortage  has  caused  a  great  amount  of  suffer¬ 
ing  and  inconvenience  to  the  community,  besides  making  it 
impossible  to  put  into  operation  the  sections  of  the  Housing  Acts 
relating  to  the  closure  of  unfit  houses — those  houses  and  cottages 
referred  to  as  slums,  which,  owing  to  age,  dilapidations  and 
faulty  construction  have  ceased  to  be  habitable  —  for  lack  of 
alternative  accommodation  for  the  displaced  occupiers. 

(3)  Fitness  of  Houses.  The  general  standing  of  the 
houses  in  the  Borough  is  comparatively  good,  taking  into  con¬ 
sideration  that  Tamworth  is  an  old  town.  Any  defects  in  houses 
have  been  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  and  owners 
have  proved  willing  to  comply  with  reasonable  requests  on 
receipt  of  informal  notice. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 


A  summary  follows  of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
which  occurred  during  each  month  of  the  year  1925.  72  cases 

were  notified  during  the  year. 

vSeasonal  Incidence. of  Acute  Infectious  Diseases,  1925  : 


Month. 

Smallpox 

Scarlet 

Fever 

.2 

2 

a 

5 

Enteric 

Fever 

1  Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

Neona- 
1  torum  1 

Encepha¬ 

litis 

Lethargica 

Pneumonia 

.2 

% 

Puerperal 

Fever 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

... 

1 

n 

9 

5 

8 

15 

9 

10 

... 

... 

"2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

;;; 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

2 

... 

... 

Total... 

... 

68 

... 

... 

2 

2  j  2 

... 

•• 

Diphtheria.  In  the  period  1921-4  twenty-four  cases  were 
notified.  In  1925  this  disease  broke  out  in  Hall’s  Row  and 
in  Aldergate  early  in  June,  and  continued  during  July  and 
August,  up  to  which  time  (29th)  twenty-five  cases  had  been 
notified,  and  of  these  cases  twenty-three  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  One  patient  could  not  be  removed  owing  to 
lack  of  accommodation  at  the  Hospital,  and  was  nursed  at  home 
and  subsequently  died.  The  other,  an  adult,  was  certified  to  be 
properly  isolated  at  home.  Two  deaths  occurred  at  the  Hospital 
of  those  admitted. 

Five  of  the  cases  occurred  in  four  houses  in  Hall’s  Row, 
and  were  all  removed  to  Hospital.  Five  in  one  family,  and  five 
in  another  family  in  Aldergate  were  also  admitted.  Single  cases 
occurred  at  houses,  one  in  Lichfield  Street,  one  in  Moor  Street, 
one  in  Lichfield  Road,  one  in  Arch  Row,  Bolebridge  Street,  and 
two  in  one  house  in  St.  John  Street.  Four  adults  are  included 
in  this  number. 
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During  the  month  of  September  eight  cases  were  notified, 
including  two  in  each  of  two  families,  and  of  these  eight  cases 
there  was  only  room  for  two  in  the  Hospital. 

During  October  fifteen  cases  were  notified,  and  of  these 
six  were  removed  to  Hospital.  One  adult  is  included  among 
the  fifteen  cases. 

All  fifteen  cases  were  in  different  parts  of  the  Borough, 
excepting  three  cases  from  one  house  in  Shirley  Terrace. 

In  November  nine  cases  occurred,  including  two  adults. 

In  December  ten  cases  were  notified,  including  one  adult, 
making  a  total  for  the  year  of  68  cases. 

There  have  been  six  deaths  during  the  epidemic,  of  which 
five  occurred  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  one  at  the  patient’s 
home. 

One  case,  the  only  one  notified  during. the  first  five  months 
of  the  present  year,  occurred  in  March,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Hospital. 

Since  June  5th,  thirty-five  cases  have  been  admitted,  viz.  : 

Not 

Cases.  Admitted.  Admitted. 


June  to  Aug. 

29th 

25 

23 

2 

September 

S 

2 

6 

October 

15 

6 

9 

N  ovember 

9 

4 

5 

December 

10 

7 

3 

Total 

67 

42 

25 

The  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is  a  Hospital  provided  by  a 
Joint  Committee  of  the  Borough  and  Rural  Districts,  has  proved 
of  great  service  in  the  past  in  admitting  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  and  preventing  a  further  spread  of  infection,  and  was 
sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  population  of  32  years  ago;  more 
accommodation,  temporary  or  otherwise,  and  further  equipment 
are,  however,  now  urgently  needed  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
present  increase  of  population. 

Methods  adopted  to  Control  the  Disease. 

The  infected  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital  when  accom¬ 
modation  was  available  (many  cases  were  admitted  from  the  Rural 
District  at  this  time),  the  children  in  the  infected  houses  were 
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kept  from  school  and  Sunday  schools,  disinfection  was  carried 
out  (by  Formalin  spraying  and  fumigation  in  conjunction), 
and  attention  paid  to  any  insanitary  conditions,  and  frequent 
visits  were  paid  to  the  homes  of  children  reported  at  school  as 
absentees  or  as  suffering  from  sore  throats. 

Numerous  swabbings  were  taken  in  suspected  cases  with  a 
view  to  the  discover}'  of  other  and  “carrier”  cases,  and  children 
in  doubtful  cases  were  excluded  from  school  attendance. 
Swabbings  were  taken  of  children  at  homes  where  illness  had 
occurred,  and  a  large  number  of  children  were  also  examined 
and  their  throats  swabbed  at  the  Council’s  Schools,  and  at  the 
St.  John’s  R.C.  School.  The  number  of  ordinary  swabs  exam¬ 
ined  for  diphtheria  bacilli  during  1925  were  277,  and  contact 
swabs  199. 

Leaflets  drawing  attention  to  the  dangerous  character  of 
the  disease  and  the  vital  importance  of  early  medical  treatment 
and  other  matters  in  connection  therewith  have  been  freely  dis¬ 
tributed. 

A  supply  of  Diphtheria  anti-toxin  serum  is  kept  for 
distribution  to  the  medical  practitioners  in  the  district,  by  whom 
a  number  of  swabbings  have  also  been  taken  judging  by  the 
bacteriological  reports  received. 

Toxin  for  Schick  Reaction  and  Prophylactic  for  Active 
immunisation  are  also  available. 

Round  the  south  and  west  sides  of  the  Borough  a  con¬ 
siderable  area  of  land  liable  to  flooding  from  the  river  Tame 
is  continually  in  a  wet  state,  which  must  be  prejudicial  to 
health.  During  the  past  wet  season  relaxed  sore  throats  were 
very  prevalent. 

At  the  time  of  excessive  rains,  storm  water  drains  at  the 
Lichfield  Road  end  (the  lowest  lying  portion)  of  the  Borough 
are  not  able  to  discharge  into  the  river  (as  they  normally  do);  and 
the  foul  water  sewers  have  been  surcharged,  preventing  the  free 
flow  of  the  house  drains. 

The  water  carriage  system  is  in  use  throughout  the 
Borough . 

In  the  whole  of  the  period  under  review  diphtheria  has 
been  very  prevalent  in  the  districts  adjoining  the  Borough,  viz.  : 
Fazelev,  Bolehall,  Glascote,  and  Wilnecote. 
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The  Borough  is  the  only  Market  Town,  and  inter-com¬ 
munication  with  these  places  and  the  Borough  is  continuous. 
Many  children  attend  the  Tamworth  Schools  from  these  local¬ 
ities. 


No  particular  supply  of  milk  has  come  under  suspicion, 
and  the  whole  of  the  water  supply  is  from  the  public  source. 

“  Carrier”  Cases.  There  were  20  ’’carrier”  cases  notified. 

Scarlet-fever.  There  has  been  no  case  of  scarlet-fever 
notified  during  the  year.  In  the  previous  four  years,  145  cases 
were  notified. 

Enteric  Fever.  No  case  has  been  notified  during  the 
last  5  years. 

Encephalitis  Eethargica.  Two  cases,  one  of  which 
proved  fatal,  occurred  during  1925;  no  other  case  was  notified 
between  1921 — 24. 

Erysipelas.  Six  cases  in  1921,  1  in  1922,  and  1  in  1924 
were  notified.  No  case  occurred  in  1925. 

Vaccination.  The  number  of  (a)  primary  vaccinations 
and  (b)  revaccinations  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Small-pox  Prevention)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1917,  are  as  follows  :  — 

1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925.  Total. 

(a)  Primary  vaccinations  35  25  49  44  29  1S2 

(b)  Revaccinations  3  10  15  1  2  31 


Total  38  35  64  45  31  213 

Non-notifiable  Acute  Infectious  Diseases. 

Influenza.  The  numbers  of  deaths  from  influenza  are 


as  follows  :  — 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925 

1 

8 

0 

4 

9 

Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Chicken-pox,  Mumps.  In¬ 
timations  of  cases  of  measles,  whooping  cough,  chicken-pox,  or 
mumps  are  regularly  received  from  the  various  schools  in  the 
Borough  when  these  diseases  are  present  amongst  the  children. 
Various  schools  were  closed  on  account  of  influenza,  measles, 
whooping  cough,  and  mumps,  during  the  period  1921 — 5.  There 
were  3  deaths  from  measles  in  1925. 
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Disinfection.  Disinfection  of  premises,  bedding,  and 
clothing  is  regularly  carried  out,  as  I  have  mentioned  already, 
with  regard  to  diphtheria,  also  wherever  else  it  is  required,  under 
the  supervision  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 


Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1924,  it  is  required  that  a  register  be  kept  of  all  tuberculous 
persons  in  the  area,  and  that  it  should  be  brought  up-to-date 
each  quarter  when  a  statement  of  the  number  on  the  register  is 
forwarded  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  Staffordshire.  The 
first  quarterly  return  was  made  on  31st  March,  1925,  the  number 
of  cases  on  the  register  being  then  16  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
and  6  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  At  the  close  of  the  year, 
31st  December,  1925,  the  number  was  12  Pulmonary  and  2 
Non-pulmonary. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  passing  of  each  year  only  emphasises  the  more  clearly 
how  life  has  been  preserved  and  health  improved  amongst  the 
mothers  and  infants  by  the  strengthening  and  increasing  benefits 
received  from  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  It  is  surprising 
that  the  growth  in  nunibers  and  attendance  at  the  Centre,  which 
is  at  the  Wesleyan  Schools,  under  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council,  is  not  larger. 

Miss  Davies,  Health  Visitor  for  Tamworth  for  5  years, 
lias  resigned,  which  is  probably  the  reason,  the  post  not  being 
filled  permanently  for  several  weeks,  and  home  visits  conse¬ 
quently  not  being  made,  that  the  attendances  at  the  Centre 
declined  temporarily.  However,  with  the  appointment  of  her 
successor  the  numbers  will  increase.  There  are  some  20  attend¬ 
ances  at  the  weekly  morning  Clinics,  and  40  in  the  afternoon.  It 
is  hoped  that  an  An'te-Na'tal  Clinic  may  be  arranged. 

Puerperxl  Fever.  No  case  occurred  in  1925;  and  only 
one  in  the  previous  4  years. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  Two  cases,  those  of  twins, 
occurred,  and  were  successfully  treated.  Two  other  cases  were 
notified  between  1921 — 1924. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea.  During  the  hot,  dry  summer  of 
1921,  this  disease  was  somewhat  prevalent,  and  one  fatal  case 
occurred. 

Poliomyelitis.  One  case  occurred  in  1921,  and  one  more 
in  1923. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


CASES. 

Vision. 

Unimpaired. 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified. 

Treated 

At  Home 

In  Hospital 

2  1 
(Twins). 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

From  this  Report  it  will  be  seen  how  much  has  been 
accomplished  during  the  last  five  years.  There  remains,  how- 
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ever,  still  more  to  be  clone,  in  educating  the  community  in  the 
need  of  thrift  and  domestic  economy,  in  the  provision  of  more 
housing  accommodation  and  the  abolition  of  all  unfit  and  un¬ 
healthy  dwellings,  in  the  care  of  infant  and  child  life  and 
provision  of  suitable  playing-fields,  in  the  fighting  of  infectious 
disease,  in  instructing  the  public  in  hygiene,  and  the  best  way 
to  avoid  common  complaints,  and  the  more  serious  diseases  of 
cancer  and  consumption.  With  the  greatly  increased  efficiency 
of  the  Tamworth  Hospital  it  remains  for  the  Isolation  Hospital  to 
be  made  suitable  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  increasing  population. 

One  of  the  greatest  boons  that  has  enriched  Tamworth  is 
the  installation  of  the  electric  light  system  in  1924,  and  as 
this  light  illumines  even  the  poorest  and  meanest  of  the  houses 
so  one  wishes  to  see  the  dispersal  of  the  darkness  of  ignorance 
and  neglect,  by  means  of  better  instruction  of  the  people  in 
hygiene,  and  the  improvement  of  the  sanitary  surroundings  of 
the  Borough. 

Copies  of  this  Report  are  required  to  be  sent  to  The 
Secretary,  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Under  Secretary  of  State, 
Home  Office,  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  and  to  the  Staffordshire  County  Council. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

HERBERT  J.  FAUSSET,  M.D., 
M.O.H. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Gentlemen, — 

I  herewith  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1925. 

A  Summary  is  appended  shewing  in  tabular  form  the 
Sanitary  work  carried  out,  all  of  which  was  effected  without 
having  recourse  to  Statutory  Notices  or  Magisterial  proceedings. 

Considerable  work  was  necessitated  consequent  upon 
the  outbreak  of  Diphtheria,  all  premises  being  inspected  (any 
nuisances  noted  remedied),  and  disinfected. 


Registered  Premises. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  premises  in  respect  of  which 
Byelaws  and  Regulations  are  in  force  to  regulate  the  trades 
carried  thereon  :  — 


Slaughterhouses — 

Old  Registered 
Annually  licensed 
Bakehouses 
Cowsheds 
Milkshops 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
Offensive  Trades — 

Dealer  in  Rags,  etc. 
Fish  Fryers 


No.  on  Register. 

1920.  1924.  1925. 

9  9  9 

465 

9  7  7 

100 

8  5  5 

3  3  3 

100 

667 


Slaughterhouses. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

The  Slaughterhouses  are  visited  weekly,  every  en¬ 
deavour  being  made  to  be  there  at  the  time  of,  or  immediately 
after  slaughtering,  all  carcases  and  offals  being  inspected  and 
examined. 


A  copy  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924, 
which  came  into  operation  on  April  1st,  1925,  together  with  a 
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covering  letter  was  sent  to  all  meat  dealers,  and  also  suggestions 
made  that  front  windows  should  be  kept  closed,  the  practice  of 
allowing  the  general  public  to  handle  meat  should  be  discon¬ 
tinued,  and  also  that  meat  should  not  be  directly  wrapped  in 
newspapers.  These  latter  two  suggestions  have  met  with  general 
response.  The  first  suggestion,  however,  was  taken  up  at  the 
time,  but  gradually  some  have  returned  to  the  open  window 
when  weather  conditions  have  allowed. 

The  Regulations  generally  have  been  fairly  well  carried 
out,  and  have  had  a  good  effect  in  increasing  the  care  taken  in 
preparing  and  handling  meat  foods. 

Some  indication  of  the  inspections  necessitated  may  be 
gathered  from  the  fact  that  the  weekly  average  of  slaughterings 
are  24  beast,  68  sheep,  and  68  pigs;  during  the  summer  months 
less  beasts  and  pigs  and  more  sheep  are  slaughtered,  the 
annual  number  being  over  8,000. 

Very  little  disease  is  found  on  animals  slaughtered  in 
the  Borough,  the  standard  of  meat  supplied  being  high. 

The  following  food  was  condemned  during  the  year  as 

unfit : — 

Beef  and  offals  ...  684  lbs. 

Mutton  ...  78  lbs. 

Fish  ...  23  lbs. 

Eggs  ...  138 

Periodical  inspections  are  made  to  premises  and  Market 
where  foods  are  made  and  exposed  for  sale,  and  investigations 
made  as  to  sanitary  condition.  Any  suggested  improvement  has 
met  with  ready  response. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  now  7  bakehouses  on  the  Register.  It  was 
necessary  to  draw  occupiers’  attention  to  want  of  limewashing 
in  two  instances,  which  were  attended  to. 

Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

The  milk  supply  is  wholly  produced  outside  the  Borough 
from  the  surrounding  district,  being  delivered  direct  by  the 
farmer  to  the  householder,  and  very  little  milk  is  sold  from  the 
5  milkshops  existing.  Attention  was  called  to  the  necessity  of 
keeping  the  milk  vessel  covered  during  storage. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  three  common  lodging  houses  are  regularly  in¬ 
spected;  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  draw  the  keeper’s  attention 
to  want  of  cleanliness  of  rooms  and  bedding  at  one  of  them, 
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Offensive  Trades. 

The  only  offensive  trades  in  the  Borough  are  fish  fryers; 
the  businesses  on  the  whole  being  well  conducted.  The  neces¬ 
sity  of  regular  removal  of  offal,  and  the  keeping  clean  of  the 
frying  apparatus  has  called  for  comment  on  a  few  occasions. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  1901. 

The  number  of  workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 


the  year  was  64 — 

Bakehouses  ...  ...7 

Blacksmiths,  etc.  ...  7 

Bootmakers  and  repairers  ...  8 

Carpenters  and  Joiners  ...  5 

Coachbuilders  and  Wheelwrights  2 
Plumbers  and  Painters  ...  4 

Saddlers  ...  ...  2 

Tailors  ...  •••7 

Dressmakers  ...  12 

Milliners  ...  ...  6 

Others  ...  ...  4 
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During  the  year  two  references  to  contraventions  were 
received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  which  were  remedied. 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Num 

Inspections. 

(2) 

ber  of 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

14 

... 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

115 

2 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

... 

... 

Total 

129 

2 
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2. — Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 
Workplaces. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Found. 

.Remedied. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 

Other  nuisances 

5 

5 

1  insufficient 

Sanitary 

accommodation  1  unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

'  not  separate  for  sexes 

... 

Total 

7 

7 

Places  of  Amusement. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular  120,  of  1920. 

Visits  are  made  during  the  day  time,  and  also  when 
performances  are  on,  and  special  examinations  made  of  the 
sanitary  accommodation,  on  which  I  reported  in  February  to 
your  Council  and  the  Focal  Licensing  Justices. 

Additional  lavatory  accommodation  was  provided  at  one 
of  the  Cinemas  during  the  year. 

These  conveniences  have  been  found  to  be  kept  in  a 
cleanly  and  satisfactory  condition,  any  nuisance  noted  being 
immediately  remedied  on  attention  being  called  thereto. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  W.  SHELLEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Registered  Premises. 
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Summary  of  Sanitary  Work,  1925. 


Number  of 
inspections 
made. 

N  uisances 
abated  after 
Notice. 

Foul  Conditions 

38 

14 

Structural  Defects 

136 

51 

Overcrowding 

12 

2 

Slaughterhouses 

436 

27 

Bakehouses 

21 

2 

Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ... 

10 

3 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

24 

5 

Offensive  Trades  '... 

20 

4 

Workshops 

129 

7 

Ashpits 

73 

8 

Dustbins  provided 

52 

47 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

23  • 

10 

Water  Closets 

31 

9 

House  Drainage 

114 

47 

Pigstyes 

5 

2 

Animals  improperly  kept 

7 

2 

Smoke  Nuisances 

12 

1 

Other  Nuisances 

47 

15 

Total 

1190 

256 

